
 

 

 

 

“Until I come, devote yourself  

to reading (Scripture),  

to encouragement,  

and to teaching.”   

1 Timothy 4:13 

 

Hearing the Word of God each day is important.  This booklet offers sev-

eral different Bible reading plans.  Some extend for a whole year, differing 

in the order in which you read the books of the Bible.  Another  is called  a 

“No-Guilt” Bible reading plan.  This plan has no set schedule or dates, just 

boxes to check off after you’ve read a chapter.  Also included in this book-

let  are suggestions to help you get more out of your Bible reading.   May 

God bless and transform your life as you read his Word. 

Northeast Church of Christ 

 

52 WEEK VARIETY PLAN 
Here is a 52 Week Bible Reading Plan with seven readings each week, one for each day.  

The readings alternate between portions and genres in the Old and New Testaments.  

Note that the readings are not dated.  They are just listed by week — first week, second 

week, etc.  So you can be strict , finishing completely in a single year, or you can be flexi-

ble, taking each week as a unit of reading to be completed in whatever amount of time 

you find workable. 



 

 52 WEEK CHRONOLOGICAL BIBLE READING PLAN 



FREE PLANS ONLINE: 

The Daily Audio Bible:  www.dailyaudiobible.com 

Listen daily to an audio reading of Scripture from the English Stan-

dard Version.  There is also a daily reading for kids. 

The Bible Gateway Reading Plan:  www.biblegateway.com/

resources/readingplans 

Select a reading plan and Bible version of your choice.  You can also 

have the daily reading emailed to you each day. 

PURCHASE A READING BIBLE PLAN: 

Purchase a copy of one of the following Bibles designed specifically 

to encourage Bible reading and read using their recommended plan.   

The Daily Bible:  www.amazon.com/Daily-Bible-International-

Devotional-Insights/dp/0736901981 

This Bible is arranged chronologically with very helpful devotional 

commentary interspersed throughout to provide historical and spiri-

tual insights. 

The One Year Bible Plan:  www.oneyearbibleonline.com OR Pur-

chase and read a hard copy in a variety  of translations. At this web-

site you can read the Bible daily, choosing from several plans 

(including a chronological plan).  You can also sign up for an RSS feed, 

or download a mobile app. 

ONLINE AND SPECIALTY  

BIBLE READING PLANS 

GUILT-FREE PLAN   
Tne problem we often have with Bible reading plans is that we get behind in our 

reading and feel guilty, then give up.  Below is a “guilt-free” reading plan with not 

dates.  Just read when you can and mark off what you read until you finish.  If you 

miss a day or two, no problem, just start where you left off and keep reading until 

you finish.  You can even go in any order you prefer, skip around, read an Old Testa-

ment book, then a New Testament book.  It’s up to you, and it is “guilt free!” 

http://www.dailyaudiobible.com
http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/readingplans
http://www.biblegateway.com/resources/readingplans
http://www.amazon.com/Daily-Bible-International-Devotional-Insights/dp/0736901981
http://www.amazon.com/Daily-Bible-International-Devotional-Insights/dp/0736901981
http://www.oneyearbibleonline.com


THE MASTER A BOOK PLAN 
Using this plan you can choose a book of the Bible to master during the 

year.  The first and primary step to accomplishing is goal is reading the book 

every day for one year.   For the long haul, think about selecting a different 

book of the Bible each year.  Imagine how much better your Bible knowl-

edge and understanding would be in 10 years. 

THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND AS YOU READ THE BIBLE 

1. God is the ultimate author of each book.  The book reveals God himself and his 

thinking. 

2. The Bible is a story (the story of redemption, salvation, deliverance). 

3. The Bible reveals eternal truth that has the power to  save and change us by 

leading us to Jesus who is “the Way, the Truth, and the Live.” (Jn. 14:6) 

4. It is possible to read the Bible with little or no benefit.  Attitude is important.  

Just reading the words will not necessarily affect change. 

5. The Bible is composed of different types (genres) of literary, each of which is to 

be read and understood in a slightly different way. 

6. The writers of the Bible used common literary and rhetorical devices to com-

municate their message.  Learning about these can be immensely helpful. 

7. Each book of the Bible is written to a specific audience for a specific purpose.   

8. Each word, phrase, clause, verse, paragraph, section, story, or recorded event 

is included in the book for a purpose.  Don’t read stories, events, paragraphs 

and verses as if they are independent and separate units.  Remember that they 

are part of a whole (the book).  Always ask “why?”  “Why is this here?”  What is 

the theme of this text?”  “How does this text function to help the writer make 

his point and achieve his overall objective?” 

9. The Bible is filled with parallelism where one line, verse, or group of verses 

parallel others.  Watch for parallels.  Sometimes these mark the beginning and 

end of a  paragraph, section, or story, and sometimes they reveal the topic or 

theme of the text in between the parallels. 

10. For the most part, the books of the Bible were written to be heard, to be read 

out loud, not just read silently. 

Charlie Powell 

HOW TO GET THE MOST OUT OF YOUR BIBLE READING 

1. Read prayerfully.  Ask God  for insight and understanding.  As him to o 

speak to you personally through  his word. 

2. Expect God to speak personally to you though his word.  Watch for 

“nuggets of truth” that  convict you or peak to you in a special way.   

3. Meditate on those nuggets of truth throughout the day.  Chew on them 

like you would chew food before you swallow it.  Consider their context, 

function, meaning, and application.  Meditation helps with spiritual diges-

tion just like chewing helps provide nutrients to the physical body.  (See Jn. 

8:30-31).   

4. Compare translations.  No translation is perfect.  Comparing translations 

can provide insight into what God is seeking to communicate. 

5. Read the Bible out loud, or listen to it online, on tape, CD, etc. 

6. Do not ask only “What does this mean?”, but also “How does this text/

story function?”  “How is the author using this text or story?”  “What point 

is he making with it?” 

7. Always ask as you read, “Who is speaking?” “Who is being spoken to?” and 

“What is being spoken about?”   

8. As you read, ask the author “What is your point?”  “Why did you say this?”  

“Why did you say this here at this particular point in your book?”  “What 

are you trying to get the reader (me) to believe or do?” 

9. Avoid any evil you find identified in Scripture as you read it.  Always ask, 

“Is there any sin revealed here that I need to confess and/or avoid?” 

10. Obey the truth you find recorded in Scripture.  Always ask, “Is there truth 

revealed here that I need to obey?”  “Is there an example for me to fol-

low?” 

Charlie Powell   


